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Big Picture on Write
& Say strategy

Dr. Marnie Ginsberg

Idea 1: How Good Readers Read and Spell
Idea 2: The Write & Say Strategy
Idea 3: Apply Write & Say Across Ages &
Levels

https://youtu.be/1rSAeYODqCg?si=FR07aR26qaSt4tY5


PURPOSE
OF 

WRITE IT

Write It serves as the bridge
from decoding to encoding,
supporting: 

Phonemic segmentation 
Letter-sound knowledge 
Sound-based spelling (encoding)
Connection between encoding &
decoding
Visual-motor integration through
handwriting
Provoking attention to inside parts of
words





"The easiest way to learn this
code is to use it as it was
invented--to make spoken words
visible."
     -Jeannine Herron, 2011
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Simple Steps of Write It

Teacher dictates word(s)

Students Write & Say 

Teacher coaches for 1 error
at a time

Students Erase & Say



Simple Steps of Write It

Teacher dictates word(s)

Students Write & Say 

Teacher coaches for 1 error
at a time

Students Erase & Say
Teacher bundles word
with other words

Sometimes...



Student does not Write & Say

C O M M O N  E R R O R S



Student makes a Phonemic Error
as he writes

C O M M O N  E R R O R S



Student makes a Phonics Error
as he writes

C O M M O N  E R R O R S





CVC

CVCC

CVCC

CCVCC

CCCVCC

Nonsense
CCCVCC

Can I increase the level

of Phonemic Difficulty?



What Letter-Sound(s) can

I add tomorrow?

a  i  m  t  p  s  n 

o  sh r  l  f

e  b  g  ck

(h
yp
ot
he
tic
al)



Can the student(s) spell
each Key Sentence

corrctly?



“I have been doing Write It all along (this past 5 months that I
have been teaching reading intervention). HOWEVER, I do think
my emphasis needed to be more focused on the sound/symbol
processing as opposed to spelling and other writing composition.
I also like the Reading Simplified approach for feedback, and the
similarities to Read It, Sort It and Switch It.... where they are
sounding out the sound as they write it. The more ways they
practice the skills... the more repetition and exposure they are
getting. I am going to make sure to switch the focus from here on
out. 

Teachers Speak

- Laura, 
in Teachers’ Lounge





ORTHOGRAPHY PHONOLOGY

SEMANTICS

https://youtu.be/A0q5TCZw6H8?list=TLGGNhYlrC5g_RowODAxMjAyNQ


/r/  
/ee/
/d/  
/i/  

/ng/ 

r  
ea  
d  
i  

ng 

Phonemic awareness & accurate sound-based decoding practice
allow these connections to be made.

Gra
phe

me
s Phonemes



Blending is adding phonemes consecutively

 /a/ + =/c/  /t/+ cat

graphemesDecoding



Spelling is writing phonemes consecutively

 a + =c  t+ cat

graphemesEncoding



Learning to Read Words Formula

Sound-
Based

Decoding

Practice Automatic
Word

Recognition

/c/ /a/ /t/cat  
+ =



As Treiman (2018) notes, spelling
instruction sharpens attention
to detail, requiring precise
representations of each letter in a
word—especially helpful
once decoding is fluent. It is
analytical work that serves both
decoding and encoding
achievement.



How can we
rapidly help the
child make these
connections?

READING

WRITING
BUILDING THEN 
MANIPULATING



“I think it is important to realize
that you can learn to read and not
learn to write. In fact, historically
we've known of many people who
have read but writing wasn't part
of the instruction that they
received. However, you can't learn
to write without learning to read.” 
     - Steve Graham

https://youtu.be/A0q5TCZw6H8?list=TLGGNhYlrC5g_RowODAxMjAyNQ

https://youtu.be/A0q5TCZw6H8?list=TLGGNhYlrC5g_RowODAxMjAyNQ


Simple View of Reading



Not-So-Simple View of Writing



Interactive Dynamic Literacy Model by Kim





CVC
Digraph & CCVC
Advanced Phonics
Sentence
MS words

INCREASING DIFFICULTY



Teachers can use spelling errors as diagnostic clues:

/fn/ for fan → Revisit Switch It to strengthen phonemic
segmentation.

bote for boat → Use Sort It & Search for It to focus on the Advanced
Phonics /oa/ sound spellings.

wisht for wished → Add Morph It to highlight affixes.



Variation of Read It and Write It
for showing larger orthographic

patterns and morphological
units



“I notice that the students are pretty consistently correcting their
own errors if they write a word incorrectly. I like how the teacher
is scaffolding by giving them clues and if they do not remember
the sound she gives them the correct spelling. The student still
has to write it correctly on their own though. I can see that these
students are thinking and not just repeating what they think is the
correct answer.

I like the encouragement she gives along the way and that the
session does not feel like the student is pressured.”

Teachers Speak

- Lori



Multiple Exposures in
Multiple Exposures



Our Goalposts Shift with the
Child’s Development



Our Goalposts Shift with the
Child’s Development

1.Reading Goal -  Alphabetic principle
2.Reading Goal -  Basic Phonics
3.Reading Goal -  Advanced Phonics
4.Reading Goal -  Multisyllable words
5.Writing Goal  -  Essential mechanics
6.Spelling Goal -  Expected patterns
7.Spelling Goal -  High Frequency words and  

                                  More difficult patterns





“My son and I have been using words from our
lessons to make our own decodable stories. We
focused on the ‘aw’ sound for this story. I gave him
a list of ‘aw’ words and we took turns writing
sentences and adding to the story. I wrote the final
draft and he highlighted all the ‘aw’ words as he
read aloud back to me. I think using some creativity
has really helped him solidify the concept. His
younger brother is behind him on the pathway so
he is excited about writing them for his brother to
read when he gets to the concept.” 
     -Lindsay
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Write & Say Strategy Across the Day

=
Say
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